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The following are discussion summaries from this meeting, moderated by Tracy McPherson.  

Learning Collaborative Outreach and Engagement 

Danielle Noriega provided a summary of the Learning Collaborative activities that occurred for the 
month of October. NORC held a Learning Collaborative monthly call on October 13th, 2015 with 23 
participants. Agenda items included updates on the RFA program and upcoming conference 
presentations and activities. Cyrille Adam also provided an update on the development of the online 
simulation training. As of November 4th, the Learning Collaborative listserv consists of 146 subscribers 
with two new members added in the month of October. Of those who identified in an area, 65 
members are nursing and 57 are social work.  
 
In the last 30 days, the project website (sbirt.webs.com) received 4,534 page views with 163 on the 
About the Project page and 135 on the Resources page. There has been some reorganizing of the 
Resources page including drop-downs and submenus to accommodate the growing amount of 
resources that the project has been receiving. There is also a new SBIRT Education platform 
(sbirteducation.com) that houses the links to all of the NORC related SBIRT initiatives. This platform 
was briefly presented at the Learning Collaborative meeting and has already received 494 hits.  
 
Call for Resources 

NORC is constantly collecting resources to share with the Learning Collaborative, post on the website 
and to incorporate into educational materials created for the project. Steering Committee members 
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are encouraged to send resources to SBIRTTeam@norc.org. Ken Winters recommended incorporating 
the juvenile justice field into the project and working with them to develop learning tools. He has a 
contact in the juvenile justice court field who he will connect with to gauge interest.  
 
Webinar Topic Series 
 
In 2016, NORC is launching a webinar series of about four Adolescent SBIRT related topics. A brief 
three question survey was released to the Learning Collaborative to gauge interest on specific topics 
for this. Ten people responded to this survey. The topic five topics of interest were: 
 

1. Motivational Interviewing 
2. Specific Screening Tools (ex. CRAFFT) 
3. Overview of Brief Intervention 
4. Case Studies of Social Work SBIRT Programs 
5. Including Field Supervisors 

 
Danielle noted that because there were only ten responses, the difference between the “top 5” 
topics were not significant however this list offers a snapshot of the topics of interest. Additionally, 
because the survey was anonymous, it is possible that this survey is skewed towards social work and 
therefore the interest in #4 could be applicable to nursing as well. Mike Brooks noted that he 
supported the topics listed and recommended organizing the series not necessarily in the order of 
which topics were most popular but according to how they would relate and build off of each other. 
Motivational Interviewing is a hot topic in social work and would have a lot of interest. Not many 
social work schools teach screening so that would be a good webinar as well. Steering Committee 
members noted support of doing more interprofessional webinars rather than focuses them either 
nursing or social work. CE’s would also be useful to incentivize participation in the webinars.  
Potential partners for these webinars would be CCSW and CSWE. AACN could also potentially partner 
one a webinar geared towards nurses as well.  
 

Kognito Development  

Kognito and NORC conducted beta-testing sessions at CSWE in Denver.  During these sessions, 
participants were able to walk through one of the conversations and offer feedback. Overall the 
responses were positive. People noted that the characters were realistic and the conversations were 
good practice for the SBI skills. Some changes that will come out of the feedback received include 
making the engagement meter more visible and minor navigation changes. Kognito will update the 
simulation with these changes for the next Beta- Testing event that will take place at the AACN 
Baccalaureate Education Conference on November 19-21, 2015 in Orlando, FL. NORC and Kognito will 
do a presentation with a demo as a Breakfast Session as well as have a table during the conference. 
Steering Committee members are encouraged to help recruit for participation in the beta-testing 
session. The link for more information is located at: 
http://www.aacn.nche.edu/conferences/2015/baccalaureate-schedule. 
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Danielle will send this information along to Deb Finnell and Ann Mitchell separately so that they may 
send it out their contacts.  
 
Evaluation Measures 
 
NORC has provided some examples of potential evaluation measures to use for the piloting of the 
curriculum. These are just first drafts. For the sake of time on this call, Steering Committee members 
are encouraged to look these measures over and provide feedback to NORC via email.  If there are 
any additional measures to include please also send those on to NORC.  
 
Next Call 

The next call will occur on December 9th, 2015. NORC will send out Outlook meeting holds for all of 

2016.  


